.............................................................
1

FiSH SUPPER .
o Fmday Sept 27

‘ Fertile Comm. Center* |




re/‘ZL[/e ﬁgmin C{@]” s

Just a few lines of early history of Fertile, i ol e

The first people to be near to where Fertile was later settled, were the
Indians. It is believed 'by many, that there were two tribes; one settled on the
south side and one on the north side,of the Winnebago river, which was named after
the tribe of Indians. Due to the great amount of Indian arrow heads found, and are
still being found, it is likely the two fought several battles. Things have been
foundsuch as their hammers and neédles, which they used to sew their animal hides
into clothing and moccasins. Some things were found, that they didn't know what
they were or used for, and they took them for Mrs. Leo Oswald to identify.

As the white men came, the Indians soon realized there would not ke enough
~wildlife to feed them all, And the white man was not careful how he killed, ate
?nd wasted the, food. Yo the Indians began to prepare to leave their camps. They
tied 1limhs together to make a horse drawn diter, to carry the youhg and old'’
When they broke camp and started for a new site, they never looked back. This was
a closed chapter in their life, and they didn't hang on to memories as the white
man does. They made it known that they were going into a Dakota Territory. They
broke camp in the morning, and by noon the last Indian had made the bend in the
piver, and was out of sight. :

: The first settler in Fertile Township, was William Rhodes. He built a dam
across the river, in the same spot that the present dam is; and at first he just
sawed lumber. Later on he built a mill(the same one that is there yet), and put
in equipment to grind feed, and finally ground grain for Ilour, and sold 2t im B0
pound sacks.
: The. first white buby born in Fertile, was, John Fenton Rhodes, son of Mr, &
Mrs, William Rhodes, : j

When Martin Ouverson was born to Mr. & Mrs. Halvor Ouverson,the Indians cam
to see him, and Mrs. Ouverson was so afraid they would steel him, but they tried
to tell her they just wanted to see him, ‘

Things moved on, and on the northeast corner of main street, Clarence
Williams had a furniture store, an undertaking parlor, and in the corner of the
store was a photography studio, Almost every family had family pictures taken. .
Only caskets were sold at the undertaking parlor, as the bodies were never taken
from the homes. Neighbors and friends would come to the homes,after a death,
and would sit up all night, and in the hot weather, would keep the body packed i
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There was a large room over the furniture store, and every Saturday night they
had a dance there, with a large crowd. To the west side of that building, Kirks
had a drug store, and just west of that, Wallace Deuel had a garage, where he dig
car repair and also sold new cars.

Mr-. & Mrs. E.E, Brown had the first meat market, in a building on the north
side iof the street. Heuwdid his own butchering on a 10 acre piece of land south pf
town(now owned by Harold and Ruth Ouverson)., They also had the first telephone
switchboard in Fertile. It was in a small room just off from the meat market;in
the southeast corner,

Mr. Groves had a store,in what is now the post office,and although he didn'
have too much to sell, by today's standards, he did have a small stock of gift-
ware. To the west of Grove's store, Ed Lang & Pete Ouverson had a hardware storg.
XThey sold some farm machinery, hardware articles, buggies and harnesses for horsgs.
Lang had a small glass case with some pieces of jewelry in 1t, Jjust to accomodatle
his customers., My folks bought me a gold band ring for my 11th birthday, and 1
still wear it,

‘On the south side of the street, Mr., & Mrs. E.E, Brown and his sister & her
husband, Mr. & Mrs, B.J. Booth, bought the corner house( where  the Brierly famjly

w lives and had a hotel, or board & room business, for seyeral years. _Both
Ei;wil& Bgéth ran what they,called in those days, a'Dray service f?pm Fertlli ag@l
‘Mason City and also to Hanlontown--hauling merchandise from the railroad to Fertile.
Just west of the hotel, George Orcutt had a.shoe shop. e also had a small housg
by it, as his wife was a cripple and they haé a small Chlld? and besides his work,
he cared for them. He also mended harness and didrall repalr work.done at a

repair shop. : | ; S St e e
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Roé Van Note had a Blacksmith shop, just west of the 0ld Post Office, and
dhod horses, welded all Farmer's machinery and sharpened plow lays. Then

“westl of the Blacksmith shop was a cafe., It was located on Lime Creek, later
__the |name was changed from Lime Creek to Winnebago River, named for a tribe

of

Indians who camped there, I'or many years the cafe was called The Lime Rock

Café. The first cafe operator that stayed, was Max Purcell, Perhaps I would
remémber some of the earlier ones, but they stayed such a short time it was easy.

to

forget them. ; K
Then just west of the cafe, AJ.A. Elthon's store opened . He started up with

very little cash, and there was Vvery “1ittle to sell, only staple goods. Many

of

the items were sold in the bulk, There was very little canned goods, and no

frekh fruit at first. lkverything in the store had to be drayed over from .
Hanllontown, where it was brought in there by railroad. Coffee came in coffee
beahs and how well we all enjoyed the old coffee grinder. Butter, chickens and

eggp were bought from the farmers.

Later another store opened to the west of Llthon's building. This one wag

operated by L.B. Jones & Clarence Sheimo. Hilda Haugen clerked in the store and

it

had a variety of things. It had a shelf of dress materials. It was much

easiier to go there and buy dress material, than to go to Clear Lake or Mason

Citly. More canned goods and some fresh fruit were later added.

A
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ihe Mill was still running as it did when William Rhodes first 'started it, .,

butl now they were grinding grain for stock and also grinding wheat for flour.

Ve

always beught enough flour early in the fall to last through the winter, as

thed roads got so full of ruts and deep mud, like they did in the spring.

FFertile,like every other town, has advanced and grown in the past century.

Marly things and places have changed.

On the north side of Main street, Larsen Plumbing & Heating, is located.

A House is next where Mr. & Mrs. Squire Humphrey lived many years ago, now owned
and occupied by Mr, & Mrs. Kenneth Olson & family.

The former Groves store building was remodeled several years ago and 1is

’\'the Fertile Post Office, just to the west of the Kenneth Olson's garage.

A

The¢ Burtness Brothers Plumbing & Heating Business 1is located in the former
bamk building. Across the street to the west, Mr., & Mrs. Gunder Hegney had a
hafdware storeyecars ago. She had a loom and I have woven many yards of rugs

on

it, Now Mr. & Mrs, Alan Haugen % sons live there, Across the strect a

" lo¢ker took the place of the Sheimo & Jones store, and they wrapped a froze
meat for customers, It now is owned by Mr. & Mrs. Chester Amundson, Max Nye
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i o store on west from the locker building, but it is closed now. The Fire
btion built next to Nye's and is answering fire calls. Gail Zirbel had a
buty Shop under the fire station for several years, but then moved a shop to
west end of town, next to the house where she lives, Years ago that house
the Creamery,operated by Johnny Johnson. Then they decided to build a new
amery in the cast end of town , beside the Vinnebago River. It was still
brated by Johnson, and had several other buttermakers before it closed. At

L. last cream was hauled in in cans by trucks and finally milk trucks are
uling the milk from the few farmers who have COWS.

To the north of the creamery was a small Lumber Yard, operated by Elmer
ite, It didn't have too much lumber as it had to be drayed from Hanlontown.
ter on Henry Halvorson was the manager for several years. Rkugene Hall and
on Hagen are now the present owners.

Then years agzo as there got to be more cars, Dewey Ouverson built and
erated a gas station and car repair shop, across the street, north, from the
mber yard. He operated it for many years, and there have been several others
o have run it over the years. ”
Again I will end this and remember, it was in the early days of Fertile,

W Uit

d: Think not of the future, the present is all we have, » ‘

For soon the future will be the present
And the present will be the past.

Violet.
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LUMPUNLTY CEMNMTER NEWS

The Fertile Community Center is
sponsoring a Fish & Chicken Supper to
raise money for the winter ukility
bills. The building is used by many
groups. If you are willing to
furnish a salad or cupcakes, please
call the center, kKay Olson, Ruth B o
Ouverson, or Denise Eischeid. K

|
We also need your help to serve.

Flease volunteer!!!

Some of the groups that use the
center are: The Fertile Garden Cluls,
4-H, pre—-eschool, little league,
Senior Citizens, elections, class
reunions, Alumni Banquets, and family
FEMT L DS . ‘
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FALL FaTR

The Fertile Senicor Citizens will
hold their Fall Fair Sat. Oct 19th
from 6:00 ALM. to 1200 FUM at the
Febtile Community Center. A full
breakfast will be served. Crafts .
and baked goode will be offersd for
sale. ’
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S7or K NewsS

Kermit and Sue Kittleson are '
the_paren§§ of a baby.girl born,
Aug, 23, She weighed 8 1lbs, 1302z,
and has been named Katherine Lola,
Grandpareﬁts are Lola Kittleson of
St. Ansger ahd Enid Williams of
Blackfoot Idaho.
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Hugh and Marie Webb are the parents

of a baby boy born Sept, 1, .He weighed

8 1bs. 15 0z, and has been named
Harrison Tanner. Grandparents ars
Mr, and Mrs, Larry Nelson and

Mr, and Mrs., Harold Webb all of
Clear Lake, Great Grandparents

ate Leverne Nelson of Fertile, Della
Vaage of Forest City and Hazil Hill

of Mason City,

~Little Critter - Mercer Mayer

LLBRARY NEWS

The 5¢ a day fine for books and $1 a.day
videos is now in effect. One hundred ang
(118) overdue books have been returned td

fine for
eighteen
the

library, only one hundred and twenty-sevdn (127)

to go.
these books, keep up the good werk!

We appreciate your effort in retyrning

N

We received a new shipment of books this |week

(Sept. 9, 1991).
have Blood Shot, Burn Marks and Indemnity

For you mystery buffs we now
Only

by Sara Paretsky. If amature sleuthing ils

your

forte, you'll find Mrs. Pollifax and the Whirling

Dervish by Dorothy Gilman,:: Lomzzactc oy
to your liking. '

If it's autobiographies you enjoy check ot

[Cul i

t

Me by Katharine Hepburn, Koop by C. Evereltt Koop,

or Poisen Pen-the unauthorized biography. pf
Kitty Kelly. :
2nuly BESSY
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More new arrivals:

A Woman of Substance a;ﬁarbara)Taylor Sradford
The Women in His Life - Barbara Taylor Brhdford

Daugnter of Deceit - Victoria Holt
The Doomsday Conspiracy - Sidney Sheldon

Childrens Books:
Clifford Books - Norm Bridwell

Mother Goose & Grimm - Mike Peters

Junior Books:

SVH-Long-Lost Brother - Francine Pascal
SVK-Sweetvalley.Slumber Party-Pascal
SVI-Booster Boycott - Ann Martin
BSLS-Karen's New.Teacher. - Martin
Search for Aladdin's Lamp - Jay Leibold
We also have on our shelves: .. .
Standard Baseball Card Price Guide
1992 Blackbook Price Guide for Paper Money
1992 Blackbook Price Guide for Coins

So come on in and CHECK’IT oUT!! :

The next library board meeting is
Tuesday, Sept. 24, 1991 at 7:00 p.m.

Mon., 2:00-8:00
Wed. 1:00-8:00
Fri. 1:00-5:00
Sat, 9:00~12:00

KKK KKK D B3

DOG GROOMING !
Lelipping i
nails -
» EBaYy s
o wshampooe
. .flea dip, .
Cats wekéamé too!
LORELET JENNINSES - |
L TIT 2077 '
"Laving care given to each pet"
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AUGUST BALANCE SHEET

Evperdituras

David Lo 301.41

TJandce MHare FET .08
Hasle SBystems Corp. Taleh, B0
TFERS 112,36
City of Fertile ' 1. 00
Feoples Nat. 3. 70
Winnebago Coe-op

LEss

73.72

Tele.

Tim|[Tuttle BOT7 .
Chevyl Benson =Es. 1l
Wordh Co. Auyditor 4502, 26
Cely Olsan 19.8%9

181. 20
121.67
HaR7. 68
BEQL T
. L 7W73
106.47
18,00
1. =8
0. B0
beE, 95
A b
1O, D0
00.59
L, 00
YL, D0
S0, 00
2141, 80
27,00
100, )
26.76

Inavam
Sarah Fichard
o Intgrstate Fower
¢ World Media Ewpress
i Qxmgor House
Cornerstore Book &
i Fanger Rich
Dot ry Woman
Newgsweak
Sponts Illustrated
D opub [Citrzerns Health
Fertile Reminder
Fertile Lbr. & Hdwe.
Farmers Co-op BElev.
Wataertower Faint %
' Hygilenic Lab
T Stofles Const.
Eledtronic Specialties
Worsley Electric
Burtness F. & H.
Broeka Construction 475,48
firway lLawn T R
Diclh Bheimo 0. 33

Licta

GHift

L.ettter

Fepair

Total
Total

12,853.93
Feceipbs 9,991.00
L ZOUNCIL NEWS
Fertile City Council met in
session on Tues. Bept. 3,
Hof fmarn presiding and
Hamnsmeiler,

The
195

members Sandifer,
Styrohman present.
Minlites of the previous meebting

were read and approved.

Fepirts were given on repair of
street signs to be replaced,
installation of a street light south
park, and schedule for gas
installation to the area south of

the river.

_Tim Tuttle will repair park picndc
t Ces|during the winter. Mot ion to

av.ow him too buay townle. Carvied.
Feptesentatives of library had
several guestions on bookkeeping for
arants) fines, and bequests. Board and
city clerk will mest with representat-

ERTE

ives of N OB L 8 within the next two
wialis,

Feguest receilved to reduce utility
bills for idents who are gone dub-
ing the winter. ‘ ; !

Do Motion to grant permission foroa
comcert in the park on SBun., Sept. 10
o Bun., Sept. 22 fvmm‘éppvaﬁ}matély,t
fon 30 Lo & 2 B0, ’ :

Terms for mayor and three council
members will sxpive this year.

Cowme il members with expirving terms
are Hansmeier, Strohman, and
Feterson. Nomination papers are
available from the city clerk and

must be turned in by Sept. 139th at
CE pPam.

Mot ion
Carr ied. !
Meeting adjiourned.

b pay monthly bills.

Janice Hare
City Clerk

The next regular council meeting
Wwill be held on Tues. Oct. 1, 19291,
WO W B OW KK K ¥ K R K K K H X K K ¥

GARDEN CLUER NEWS

The Fertile Garden Club met at the
Fertile Dommunity Center Sept. 10th.
There were 17 guests present. After
the business meeting, Lorna @
Fetersburg gave a lesson on pecnies.
We learned there are yellow pesonies.
Farn Midtgaard gave a very good
lesson on "Lines and Designs'.
lessons werse very interesting.
Synnova Hof fman serverd a delicious
Tunch.  The next meeting is Oct.
and will be guest day.

Fthel Tuttle, Feporter
HoOF R K K ¥ ¥ N K ¥ X % X ¥ KK ¥
FISH AND CHICEEN SUFFER

Bt h

Ko

FRIDAY SEFTEMBER 2Z7TH
5:00 TOQ 7:30 FM.

FERTILE COMMUNITY CENTER

SERVING FISH AND CHICKEN, BAEKED
FOTATOE, EAKED BEANS, SALADS,
CUFRCAKE, AND DREINK.

ADULTS  $5.50

CHILDREN 10 AND UNDER $3.50

B M N % ¥ W W K R K K ¥ K ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ W

Open house bridal.shower will be

held for Rhonda Ganz, bride elect
on Saturday Oct, 5th
at 2:00 pm at the Church of Christ,

Everyone Welcome, , i
-X--)(--X-**-)(—-X-*~)§'-:(4-)f:%*-X-*-).‘**-X-**%**—)&**i{-******]

- Jim Jensen,



Thank the following merchants for making

it pessible for us to publish thg

FERTILE REMINDER. Their ads help us to purchase the paper,

other supplies. We still need to hear from youw to pay postage and other

expenses.

LARSEN  FLUMBING & HEATING 79722179
FERTILE LUMBER % HARDWARE 772437

BURTNESS FLUMBING & HEATING 7972680

OLD MILL ANTICUES T T B0
FRONTO MAREET _ TH7=2698

MARYT S SERVICE | TIT26T7
Batteries & tune-ups

RAY SANDIFER - TOM'S SALES 7R7-2681
A

CFERTILE FEED SERVICE WS WA I
Complete Livestook Needs

Softner Salt, 'Dog % lnt Froned

WORSLEY ELECTRIC : VYA L
Fatol ight Generataors
Sales % Service l b

..ﬁmnEf%mm ) i
IWEDT INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE, INC.

402 West Main Street
Lake Mills, lowa 50450

3

We're Proud to Insure the City of Fertile
{ ) .
' Home - Auto - Commercial - Insurance

Office 515-592-5200 Home 515-592-2844

Feturn To
Bow 171
Fertile, Ia.
GHOd34

LIBERTY BANE AMD TRUST 8962365

ink, labels, and

RUTCHER?' S STEAR HOUSE 7972647

Deliciows Faod

rall For Feservations

MILLER"S DIESEL %
AUTOMOTIVE

We pick up and deliver

!

AMERICAN FAMILY

AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ®

JOEL SECORY AGENCY

912 NORTH 8TH STREET WEST
CLEAR LAKE, IOWA 50428

PHONE: OFF. 515-357-8168
RES. 515-357-6760

AR5 1247
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LIBRARY - NEWS

Joh Opgning- the position for Assistant
lLibrarian is open Lo persons interested
in the| library, will work on Sat. from
5 a.m.|to Noon, is willing to work exbra
Fonrs when librarian is gone, & be able
to attpnd special workshops. ($4.65/he)
FMlease| send your resy tos
Ferfile Public L.
o0 Box 198
Ferfgile, 1A S@434
Deadlipe for resume LE=-31-91.

Sat. Dpoc. 7, &t 1@ &+, I will be here
to help & — & pgrader: who are interested
in the| Publish & Book Contest. There will

be % Gpand Frize Winners chosen by Rain-—
“tree, pach will receive 3500 as well as
,1@ capfies of the FPublished Book. There
also i 2@ Honorable Mention Winners,
who willl receive When the books
are fipished in Januwary, there will be

a display in the library. :

NEW BOPHS-
Bicgphaphy - Micheal Landon
Lilap Bus — | & Binchy
L=t - Robert Flughum
Ribbpn in the Sky - Dorothy Garloock

i
HNe GBreater Love — Danmielle Steel

g N . - i .
new bHesterns from anlontown library

Juni o
Freshman Choices
MNew PBweet Valls:
Mew Babysitters |

Childrepn’s Videos-
The [Land Béfﬁr@_?'
Mickey? s Magical
Fickepy?s Christmas
fAn Aperican Tail

B Day for Eyar , i

¢ Fantgsia ‘ !

‘ Winnfie kthe Fesh "All’s well"

o~ Looney
iy Twins & Hids
e books

oold
Aol

LIBRARY HOURS

Mon.. 2-8pm i
Weld. 1-8pm 0. - .
Fri. 1-5pm
Salt. 9-Noon







