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FERTITLE TOWNSHIP

Fertile Township is located in the extreme southwestern corner of Worth
County and comprises all of congressional township 98 north, range 22 west,
Fertile Township was organized by an order from Judge Keeler, dated October
20, 1860, in which all of congressional township 98 north, rangse 22 west,
with sections 29, 30, 31, and 32 from Bristol Township, was to be formed in*
a civil township called Fertile. In this order the county judge authorized.
John Morris to post notices calling a meeting of the legal voters of the
township, which was to be held at the house of Warren Caswell on the first
Tuesday of November, 1860. This election was held, but was not very pre-
tentious, as only five ballots were cast, resulting in the election of the
following officers: John Morris, supervisor; John Morris, Warren Caswell,
William K. Pankell, trustees; William Rhodes, clerk; William J. Clark,
assessor; William Rhodes and William J. Clark justices of the peace; and
William K. Pankell, constable. The first election held in what is now Fertile
Township was at the house of William Rhodes in October, 1861. Just six
votes were cast.

The first settler in Fertile Township was William Rhodes. He came to
Iowa in 1856 and after stopping for a short time at Charles City, came to
Fertile Township. Mr. Rhodes' experience in locating in Worth County is
typical of the hardships encountered by the pioneers. This experience of
his is well described in the History of Worth and Mitchell Counties, pub-
lished in 1884, as follows:

"While he was in Mason City, Mr. Rhodes became acquainted with a man who,
in conversation, told him of the existence of a mill site in this locality,
and he, therefore, started out on a voyage of discovery. When he arrived at
the spot, which was at or near the present site of the village of Fertile, he
admired the location, and determined to become the owner thereof. He returned
to Charles City and making the necessary arrangements, purchased tools, sup-
plies, etc., loaded up his wagon drawn by oxen and started for this then
boundless prairie. He arrived here August 6, 1856. His first labor was to
build a grindstone frame to grind his scythe that he might cut grass for his
oxen. Here he erected an humble log cabin, going to Owens Grove, in Cerro
Gordo: Counts, for: luymber fo roof it in. This mansion was 14 by 18 fect in e
size, with a Dutch fireplace at one end. In this house he took up his resi-
dence, three weeks at a time often passing without a sight of his fellow
creatures. The latch string was always hung out and when he had occasion to
be absent from home it was his custom to chalk upon the door, *'Walk in and
help yourselves.' This fall deer were plenty, wild fruits of all kinds were
abundant and he 'lived in clover,' as the saying is, even if his nearest
neighbor was eight miles away. DMr. Rhodes was at this time a single man.
After completing his house and fixing up about it, he commenced to put in a
dam across the creek, for his mill. This he completed satisfactorily 'and
had the mill up, machinery all in, and a sawmill ready for operation, by the
aepi LY

"He ran this mill until the spring of 1858, when the high water cut around
the south end of the dam. Business was compelled to halt for a short time
while this was repaired. Everything apparently in good conditon when this
break was repaired, the mill was again started, but the fates were unpropi-
tious, for that same night rain began to fall in torrents and when morning
dawned the creek had again swollen, cut around the dam and made a clean sweep
of some forty feet of the embankment. Mr. Rhodes said that this was the only
time in his 1ife that he felt sick or discouraged over any loss.

"This year of 1858 was known to all the old settlers as the 'wet season',
and Lime Creek was not fordable at any time during the summer and, of course,
no work could be done upon the dam. In the month of February news came to
Mr. Rhodes of the death of his father in Roscoe, Il1l., and he now debated in
his own mind as to whether it would be better to leave the country, and let
his ereditens fall heir to =1k his mili property, or te stick to it manfull



and work it through. In the end he determined to adopt the latter course.
cink or swim. Accordingly, in the latter part of February, 1859, he got some
help, cut out the ice in the creek, and extended his mill dam fifty feet and
again started the mill. He now met no further obstacles and continued to
operate it with considerable success until August 22, 1862, when he enlisted
“ “Company B, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, which her served in until 1865,
w..en he returned to Fertile Township. He now went to work again and ran the
sawmill, which he had improved, until 1868, when he erected a grist-mill on
its site. This building was 34 by 42 feet in dimensions, 2% stories high, had
three run of stone, and a capacity of turning out some fifty barrels of first
class flour per diem."

The next settler in the township was William XK. Fankell in 1857. He lo=-
cated on the southwest quarter of section 36. He was not a married man, but
brought his mother and sister with him. E.S. Winan, a brother-in-law of the
above, came at the same time and settled on the northeast quarter of section
36. He returned to Wisconsin with his family the same fall and did not re-
turn until 1865, after serving the Union in the Civil War. No other settlers
came into the township until just after the war, in 1865, when Henry and
Charles Platts came here from Bristol and located on the northest quarter of
section 26. Henry Platts brought his family with him, but Charles was not
married.

The first birth in Fertile Township was that of John Fenton, son of
William and Hannah Rhodes, on December 1, 1861.

The first death was that of a daughter of Luther Place, during the winter
of 1856-57. It was necessary to carry a casket for the child's body from
llason City on a hand sled, so large were the snow drifts. Place was an em-
ployee of Rhodes.

The first marriage was that of Marcus O. Blackmore and Louise Fankell,
July 2, 1868. Elder Mason a Congregational minister, performed the ceremony.

The first blacksmith was David W. Fisher, who came from Lyons, Iowa, in
the spring of 1864. He later became a farmer, which vocation he followed
1 il his death in the spring of 1880.

The first breaking in the township was done by Gabriel Pence, for William
Rhodes, in 1856, for a garden. Here the first vegetables were raised. The
first wheat was raised by William K. Fankell in 1859.

Tt is said that during the severe winter of 1856-57 supplies for the
small settlement at Fertile had to be hauled from Mason City on small hand
sleds. The crust of the deep snow was strong enough to bear the weight of a
man, but not thick enough to support a team.

Other early settlers of Fertile Township were: John McEnelly, 1862,
section 20; George A. Wescott, 1868, section 9; Robertson Johnson, 1868, sec-
tion 8; Isaac White, 1869, section 33; Thomas R. Gaskill, 1869; H. Ouverson,
1875; G.X. Daley, J.C. Calhoun, Nils Oleson Fjeld, Ole Nilson Fjeld, T. Knudt-
son, Andrew Grove, A. Aasenhus, Nels 0. Brunsvold, Eric G. Trustem, W.L.
Bilstad, Ole W. Wilstad, Iars W. Bilstad, Eric H. Loftsgarden, Andrew N.
Hauge, K. Paulson, Silas L. Olmstead, Michael Kelley, John A. Ford, H.O. Hor-
land, Ole A. Rye, Simon ILarson, Henry L. Escherich, K.K. Sagen, Willlam W.
Kirk and C.H. Fryer.
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- The Graduating Class of 1945 will
hold it's 40th year reunion on July
- 20th, at the home of Pat and Phyllis
Nissen.
There were fifteen members in the

~class -- four girls and eleven boys.

+A. Grooters was the superintendent.
Eight of the boys served in the armed
forces in World War II and the Korean
Conflict. Two of the class members,
Donald VanDenBosch and Glenn Hanson,
are deceased.

- We hope to have a report from them next

month as to who attended the reunion.
Ay ¢ X X A "a .

school held their 55th class reunion,
June 1, 1985, at the Fertile Communi-
ty Center. The noon meal was prepar-
ed by Mrs. Sam Pederson and Mrs.

- Ellsworth Spencer.

The seven class members present
were: Genevieve Bray, Marcella Lee,
Gladys Almelien, Marie Donavan, Mar-
guerite Oswald, Arthur Halversen,
and Mabel Merwin. Also present was
Reuben Almelien, Lucille Halversen
and Arthur Merwin. After the meal a
short program was held and then every-
one went to the Chapel Hill Cemetery.
Curtis and Norma Amundsen took them
on a tour of their museum. They were
antertained in the Amundsen home and
served a lovely lunch.

FOREST CITY COW PALACE 582-L646
Auction every Wednesday

J & W UPHOLSTERY 797-2457
Upholstery--Auto Body
Jean & Wayne Roberts

FIRST STATE BANK 896-2265

Serving North Iowa

Hanlontown, Kensett & Plymouth
Main Office--Manly

CHRISTWMAS AROUND THE WORLD 797-2703
Lannie Hanson, Dist. Mgr.
Now Serving S. Minnesota
& N. Towa. "Have a Party
With Us."
" TORSLEY ELECTRIC 797-2494
FLOWERS BY McCOY--Forest City 582-4517

Flowers for all occasions

The Class of 1930 of Fertile High—=

Buffalo meat for sale. Hanging

uvarters, corn fed. $1.60 for hinds,
1.40 for fronts.
-------- 797-2210

Dale Hyde

sooan 3 s A an ae
L O R

Twelve families held rummage sales
Sat. June lst. We hope to have another
one in September, so gather your things
together and get ready. If you live in
the country and want to join in, bring
your things to town and set up on the
Community Center yard or ask someone to
use their yard. We will advertise for
you. Call 797-2267 or 2496 and list
your name. The money you make is your
own and there is no charge for adver-
tising.

We have no events planned for the
Center until the turkey supper, so if
anyone has an idea for fund raising,let
me know. Our gym roof needs repair
again. Crailg Hansmeier is doing the

needed repair.
Ruth B. Ouverson

* %
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STORK REPORT

June 5th, boy, 91lbs. 4oz. Parents
are Don & Shawn Nedved of Mason City.
He has been named Drew Donald. Grand-
parents are Mrs. Gwen Scott & Mitzie
Nedved of Mason City. Great Grand-
parents are Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Johnson
of Fertile, & Dorothy Nedved of Mason
City & Mr. & Mrs. A.F.Schuze of Mason
City. Grandfathers are Lavern W. Scott
of Mason City & Lloyd Nedved of Nevis,
Minnesota.

ARXAM ANX X XA
ELECTROLUX PRODUCTS: bags, shampoo.
Free delivery to Clear Lake Office
on any model of vacuum for repair.
In-home free demonstrations of all
Electrolux models. :

Phone 797-2480, Joan Sunde

KA AXY A Xy

Music for receptions, parties, etc.
Have portable Keyboard ~

Call 797-221@ * * * Sheilah Hyde
AXKYL LK A

WANTED : Babysitting in my rural home
Part-time or full-time, three years
and older. Phone 797-2480,Joan Sunde

XXX XX X XX
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CRAL LRY AuulﬂudAhT & LOUNGE 797-9685
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Complete Livestock Needs
soltner Salt,Dosr & Cat Pood

AY TERNTNGS Lgl-2707
Complete Auction Service

o HEATTHG Y97-2219
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The rfertile City Council met June &4
ith .ayor Shropshire presiding and
council members Hare, Hall, Fetersen,
aond Zalley vrezent. Algo present were
Henry Thempson and Ken Kimes.
nutes of the previous meeting were
read and avproved.
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0 pay monthly bills. Carried.
Council accepted Mayor Shropshires

resignation effective June 15. JoAnn

ralley will be mayor pro tem. New

counncil person will be appointed at
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the roof
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at the ‘uTy 19@5 LOHMCll meeting
?ﬂﬁ(lllout;oqs can bhe obitained Irom
Lbonﬂfd iley, Fire Chicef.
‘ ! Mdgourned.
Janice Hare

City Clerk

TATD SERVICE 797-2677

Automotive Service

Comploete

FAY BALANC
Expendit

Janice Hare

Randy Harmg

Mark Tuttle

Ivelyn Knudsen
David Low

Dick Sheimo

Peoples Matural Gas
Treas-State of Iowa
Dale WNorthrup

Waste Systems Corp.

Ipers

RTA

Winn.,
Of Fertile

City

Interstate Power Co.

Jordan's

K & R Cas

Anchor Publlbhlng
Co-op Bervices, Inc.
Little League-Girls'
Fertile Block & Tile
B. Dalton

Baker & Taylor
Christian BEookstore

Family Bookshelf

Popular Science
Highlights
Dick Sheimo
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BURTHESS PLUIMBIKG & HEATING 797-2680

HOI'FIZAT
701 Vest lain

ILE LUFBER & HARDWARE 797-2437
nt the Rug Doctor

FROUT ROW-+ ~Catherine Jorgenson, Katherine Bell, Lavone
Prenden, Jean Ouverson, Arlene Halvorson, Beverly Bell,
Geraldine Humphrey, Nargaret Nissen.

3

SECOND ROW: Jean Boos, MNiaome Humphrey, Vida Floy, Gladys
Bergan, Dorothy Sturegon, Phyllis Orcutt, Evanelle Faulken,
Higs Phyllis Vestledahl (Director).

TOP ROW: Ardis Suby, Beverly Haugen, Fern Seglem, Iona
lae Tweed, Vada Eikenberry, Cleo Humphrey.
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CRAPTS 797-2714
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OLD MILL ANTIQU 797=-2490 Now OPEN \
PRONTO HMARKET 797-2220 A
Gas and Groceries HlVERSlDE CAFE
Fertile, IA
PER! POUGH BEAUTY SALON  797-2uzz Maindtreet
5 ullng for @en &
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Women All ”0’"3 Cooked Meals

, Open daily 6 a.m. fo 5 p.m.
797-2440 Fiiday 6 am. - 10 p.m. w
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SANDIFER - TOM'S SALES so7-2¢6s1 . il and c&’dl(e"”gh Owners
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GRAND OPENING:-SNURDAY-JULY ¢
4 PRONTO MARKE T-FERTILE

GAS - GROCERIES - MEAT- TCGE.
OPEN (:30AM-j0:00PM. MON.~SAT. 3.00AM-9:00PM. SUN.

SIGN UP FOR 'THE= MANY PRIZE_S’

YES, We have & c',»v\/ahﬁ‘).!“= A

TICE CRBAM
, 1k Pri N \Wnoleﬂlﬁjal
Sunday Des Momes Rele’"CY" T BB 4 #/qua./
\& 2&F Y NOw AVATLABLE!L ” VERS and IMOVIES

KIDS COME. S THES C.LOWN SATURDRY/

m 00 — #.60)



The Pertile Garden Club met at the
Community Center on Tuesday June 11,
at 2 p.nm.!l Rell call 'wees, "Share a
picture of a beautiful flower”, and
was answered by 16 members. Thought
for the day was read by -Ethel Tuttle.
Secretary's report was given. Edna
Pederson read the new Constitution
she had written up. Following the
 business meeting, Mildred McGrath

presented a lesson on Roses. Violet
Hall gave a lesson on Weeds, (iden-
tification & eradication). We ended

the meeting by singing the Table
Prayer. Lunch was served by the
hostesses, Evelyn Knudtson and Alice
Kingland. .

Marcella Mitchell, Sec.

ST Bt e e ee g

I want to express my appreciation
to the following people who helped
me with the Mental Health Ass'n of
Iowa, Fund Drive, which was Jjust
completed the end of May: Sharon
Ganz, Nancy Sheimo, Jan Grossnickle,
Silence Johnson, Doris Oswald, Har-
riet Ouverson, Jane Ramon, Viodla
Roberts, June Strohman, Don Suby,and
Dean Haugen.

The amount received from the town
of Fertile was $260.00. This 1i1s the
most we have given in the five years
I have been involved with the Fund
Drive, and the Mental Health Ass'n
is very pleased with the results.

Thank you to the volunteers and to
each of you who gave so generously.

Jean VanDenBosch

AU e L o e SRR
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W Gipl, wo e & lMrs. Robert Jones,
of Fertile, born June 5. She has
been named Jessica Lynn and weighed
Sr1bs. M5 9z Grandparents are Mr,

& Mrs, Robert Suby of Fertile and

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Jones of Apache
Junction, Arizona. Great-Grand-
Mother is Mrs. Henry Suby of NMason
€ty Sheslics 2 stepsister, Jewnifer
Jones.

June 11, azinl, 7lbs. lilez, | ohe has
been named Tara Lynn. Parents are
Craig & Dawn Hansmeir of Fertile.
Grandparents are Marvin & Joann Hans-
meir of Fertile.

VS R

GOVERNMENT COMMODITIES, July 18, at the
Fertile Community Center. 1-5 p.m. Same
Guidelines as before.

EITE T R R S
FERTILE LUTHERAN CHURCH :
Family Worship-Sundays at 9 a.m.
Circles: Mary,July 25th, 9:30a.m.
Rebekah, July 25th, 2:00 p.m.
Ruth, July 22nd, 7230 Jwitt
Saban,™Waly 22nd, [/ s30mpan.
ladies Aid, July 11th, 9:30 a.m. "Gradle
Roll Day. :
PIL,OT KNOB LUTHERAN CHURCH:
Family Worship-Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
July 9%th, Joint ALCW & Circles meet at
the Chureh aith 72808 uim, e

Thank you to everyone for remembering
me the past few months. I have appre-

ciated every card, call and prayer.

Reva Nelson
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