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Fertile Garden Club

The Fertile Garden club met at the City Hall on Tuesday,
August 13®. Everyone was looking forward to touring
“Bsaver Cresk Gardens”, located at 106 N. Hill Street, in
Fertile (641.540.3102). Scott and Sue McColloch have
Just started this new business. They offer frech-picked
produce such as heirloom tomatoes, green beans,
cucumbers, leeks, zucchini, cantaloupe and the list goes on
and on. The entire club wae very impressed with all of the
vegetable gardens, and were even offered tasty samples of
frech snap peas, and green beans! Sue also made a tasty
spinach dip, substituting spinach with her own fresh kale,
which the club took back to their meeting after the tour to
enjoy. Everyone also enjoyed asking Sue questions about
her gardens and admiring all of the hard work and beauty
they gave us. At the end of the tour, Sue drew a name

. from a bowl, and Cindy Peters won the basket of fresh

veggies Sue had accembled as a prize. The club was very
appreciative of all of the effort and great hospitality that
Sue and her family provided to make the tour so enjoyable!
After the tour, the group met at City Hall for the regular
meeting. Roll call was taken by answering the question,
“Where is my favorite spot or flower bed at my home.”
Hostess for the evening was Mary Anderson.  We all sang
Happy Burthday to Pcmny Miller and then adjournad for the

ﬁ%ﬁ@

ﬁ)@Autumn
The Fire Department got a flre caII and it was from the
Norwegian farmer. =

“How do we get out to your place, Ole?” inquired the
Fire Chief.

“Vell, “ said Ole. “You might use dat little red truck you
got dere at da fire station.”



Ci of Fertile

SPECIAL NIACOG LOAN FORGIVENESS MEETING:
City Council Meeting Minutes

July 24, 2013 - 7:00 PM, City Hali

Call to Order & Roll Call

Present were: Mayor Joyce Russell, Council Members: Julie Jessen,
Penny Miller, Pat Renchin, and City Clerk, Cindy Peters Absent were
Council Members Jeff Berg and Tad Miller. Also present were Josh
and Jennifer Miller.

Lien forgiveness request regarding NIACOG rehab project house
Mayor Russell informed the council that the residents at 404 West
Washington have sold their home and are asking the council to forgive
the lien that is currently held on this home. NIACOG provided the
residents with a loan to rehab their home with the stipulation that the
residents must live in the home for five years. Upon completion of the
five-year time period, the loan would be 100% forgiven. Astwo
council members were unable to attend the meeting a quorum was not
possible and no action could be taken at this meeting. The Mayor then
scheduled another meeting for Monday, July 29™ to resolve this matter.
Mayor Russell asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting,

Julie moved and Pat 2* to adjourn the meeting. Passed.

City of Fertile

" SPECIAL NIACOG LOAN FORGIVENESS M
City Council Meeting Minutes

July 29, 2013 - 7:00 PM, City Hall

Call to Order & Roll Call

Present were: Mayor Joyce Russell, Council Members: Julie Jessen,
Penny Miller, Pat Renchin, Tad Miller, Jeff Berg and City Clerk, Cindy
Peters. Also in attendance was Josh and Jennifer Miller,

Lien forgiveness request regarding NIACOG rehab project house
Mayor Russell informed the council that the residents at 404 West
Washington have sold their home and are asking the council to forgive
the lien that is currently held on this home. NIACOG provided the
residents with a loan to rehab their home with the stipulation that the
residents must live in the home for five years. Upon completion of the
five-year time period, the loan would be 100% forgiven. Jeff asked the
Mayor if she could advise the council as to the actual expenses incurred
by the city of Fertile for the rehab project. Mayor Russell stated that the
city’s actual cost was $2,000 for each home, plus administrative
charges. This case also required two “‘special” council meetings to be
convened. The Millers informed the council that they sold their house
at a loss and therefore will make no profit on the sale of the home. After
much discussion by the council, it was concluded that in the future, each
house will be reviewed on a “case by case” basis and will also consider
the selling price and profitability of the sale of the house.

Tad moved that the city request the Millers to reimburse the city for
the expenses incurred by the city to facilitate the rehab of their home
with NIACOG, in the amount of $4,500.00. Pat 2™ A roll call vote
was held as follows: Tad (Yes), Penny (abstained), Jeff (No), Julie
(No), and Pat (Yes). The vote was tied.

Tad then asked if anyone had another motion or option to be considered.
Jgﬂ”nweanmﬁanﬂmtheMiﬂasshmldebumeﬂwdyforﬂw
expenses incurred by the city to facilitate the rehab of their home with
NIACOG, in the amount of $5,500.00. No second for the motion was
offered, so the motion was dropped.

EETI:

No other discussion or motions were offered. City regulations state that

in the event of a tied vote, the Mayor has authority to vote and break the

tie. : '

Mayor Russell voted Yes for reimbursement by the Millers in the
amount of $4,500.00. Passed, - e
Mayor Russell asked the Millers to write a check in the amount of
$4,500.00 and remit to the city clerk, which would then allow the city to
file the necessary paperwork to forgive the balance of the lien that was
owed to the City of Fertile. The Millers did remit payment of $4,500.00
to the City of Fertile.

Mayor Russell asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting,

Julie moved and Jeff 2* to adjourn the meeting. Passed.

City of Fertile

Council Meeting Minutes

August 20, 2013 - 7:00 PM, City Hall

Call to Order & Roll Call ‘

e Present were: Mayor Joyce Russell; Council Members: Jeff Berg,

Julie Jessen, Penny Miller, Tad Miller (via phone for part of the
meeting) Pat Renchin; City Clerk Cindy Peters Deputy &
Maintenance Manager, Steve Roberts.

® Jqﬂ"nmﬁanadbwthemmmmemntomejub
29" special meeting of the following sentence, “The total amount
due on the lien for the property at 404 West Washington was
16,899.74.” Pat 2nd to approve the July minutes. Unanimous.

® Pat motioned, Penny 2nd to accept the agenda. Unanimous,

® Agendas are posted at City Hall, at the Library, and at the Post Office,

24 hours in advance of each Council Meeting, If you wish to be on
tl':eAgmda,pleaseommctCityHalltwodaysbefomﬂ\emeeﬁng,

Approval of Contractor Bids for the Library Project :

. MayorRumeIlabstainedﬁmnﬂaisdiscussiontoavoidmeappwame N
of conflict of interest pertaining to potential WCDA funding. Mayor
Russell called Mayor Pro-tem, Tad Miller who was unable to attend
in person, and placed the call on speaker phone. Tad then led the
meeting via speaker phone. Jose’ Rivas from CRW, was in
attendanceanﬁmswaedanyquwﬁonsﬂwcomcﬂorﬁleh’hmy
board presented. Jose’ stated that four contractors submitted bids,
They were identified as Dean Snyder Construction, Larson
Contracting, Larry Elwood Construction, and Holland Construction.
ﬂmbidswerepr&sentedatcityhaﬂonAugustlSﬂl,axﬂwmopmed
by Jose Rivas. Larry Elwood Construction was the low bidder in the
amount of $204,000. Jose stated that all of the bid pricing would be
£ood and valid during the WCDA grant application process. CRW’s
estimate was $200,000 which was in line with Larry Elwood’s bid.
Jose also stated that there is no risk involved as the contract is not
binding until we receive the grant. Jeffasked Jose if he knew who the
subcontractors were? Jose stated that information would not be
available until the contract was signed and we had secured the
funding. Pat motioned to accept Larry Eiwood Construction as the
cantmdorforthewia?ﬁontoﬂ:elibmy,conﬂqgmtuponmipnf
the grant from WCDA. Penny 2. A roll call vote was held, Penny
(Yes), Pat (Yes), Jeff (Yes), Julie (Yes). Motion passed. Mayor Pro-
tem Tad Miller, turned the meeting over to Mayor Russell and left the
meeting,

® Jose answered questions directly from the library board. Their
concemns were as follows: No outside spigots were included in the
plans, re-using old light fixtures, salvaging paneling, no outside
electrical ouﬂem,axmdapleferemetosheetmckﬂaewholebuﬂding
Jose answered the concems as follows: there is an outside spigot

—
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listed in the current plans, the light fixtures will all match, and any that
do not work, will be replaced with matching fixtures paneling in the
old part of the building will not be replaced unless it cannot be saved.
Jose also reminded the board that any changes in the plans will be
costly and will go beyond the established budget. Jose suggested that
we add a “contingency budget” in our grant application of $10,000.
JefY stated that the additions that the library board requested could be
covered in a capitol campaign sponsored by the library. Penny stated
that she thought anything over $200,000 should be paid by the capitol
campaign. Jose mentioned that it sometimes possible to ask the
contractor for ways to reduce the cost, and that one of the solutions
may be to extend the completion date of the project. The contractor
prefers this route as it eliminates the penalty fee listed in the bid of a
$200 charge per day for delayed completion.

Coffee Club Group
e Jackie Swanson asked to be the spokesperson for the coffee club

group. They asked the council for permission to use the city hall on
Mondays and Thursday momings from 8:00 to 10:30 for their coffee
group. The group would furnish the coffee, and Lonnie Knutson
would open the city hall, and close it. Lonnie would also be
responsible for cleaning the room. A freewill donation would be
requested to help pay Lonnie for her work. The city would incur no
expenses. After some discussion by the council, Penny moved that
the morning cofffee group could use the city hall on Monday and
Thursday mornings from 8:00 — 10:30 with the contingency that if
a conflict arose with the city hall, that they would reschedule their
coffee group for another time. Pat 2. Unaminous.

City Maintenance Report
* Steve reported that the water tower should be back onl ine on Wed,

August 21 Steve filled the tower and took a lab test. That test came
back good. He then drained the tower and re-filled it and took another
lab test, that test also came back fine. A hose on one of the pumps in
the water plant, developed a pin leak which then caused water to
spray onto the motor which fried the motor. The motor had to be
replaced. The repeater antenna for the county has not been put back
on top of the water tower yet. The water tower painting company can
take the antennas down, but are not allowed to place them back onto
the tower. The mayor is looking into ways to fund this through the
county, as it will cost around $3000 to re-set the repeater and antenna.
Steve will be filling in the ruts and damage to the grounds from the
water tower crew. The sewer pumps were recalibrated at no charge in
the lift station. This will help and maybe even solve the compliance
problems the city has been contending with in the past. The pumps
are to be calibrated every two years, but Steve has set them on a
yearly schedule. Steve stated that the pick-up truck needs a tune-up.
The sheep are back at the lagoon doing their job of grass control.
Steve stated that lowa Rural Water has a camera that the city might be
able to use to inspect the water lines. Jeff stated that he would like to
have this inspection done this year. Pat moved, Penny 2 to approve
the city maintenance report. Unanimous.

Mayor’s Report :
e The mayor asked the council to approve the purchase of a utility cart

with a dump body and trailer hitch. Itis a 1999, 4 cylinder, Briggs &
Stratton , designed as a utility cart. Steve test drove it during Fertile
Days and it was very useful. Bratrud Golftold the Mayor the price
for the cart would be $2.200 but he would give the city a special price
0f'$2,000. The mayor also was given a price of $80 fora “knobby”
style tire for the cart. Jeff stated that it would be helpful to buy rims to
£o with the tires, to save time during exchange from summer to

-

winter. Penny moved that the city buy the cart for $2000 and the
tires and rims for $320. Pat 2*. Unanimous

On July 18, the mayor issued a boil water order and notified all of the
media. The city purchased 100 cases of water to distribute to the
public.

On July 20, a canoe club planned a trip originating in Leland to
Fertile on the Winnebago River and were planning to stay overnight
in Fertile. Unfortunately, they were all set to go, but the DNR would
nota]lowtheﬁiptodepartwiﬂwutﬂzemoperpmnit Theyare
planning another trip in the future.

Tad emailed his report on the Winn-Worth Betco meeting he
attended. Regulations and or new laws may be available for small
towns to enable them to much more easily condemn houses that have
been foreclosed on. This would enable the city to free up lots for new
home construction.

On July 23, the mayor lifted the ban on drinking water,

On July 21, the mayor was interviewed by the media regarding our
water issues. '

Waste Management asked the city to update their records and
determine just exactly how many households in Fertile were utilizing
Waste Management’s services. As of July 1%, 121 homes were being
billed for garbage service. This was a substantial decrease from what
the city is currently being billed.

The Worth County SherifP’s office caught several Fertile juveniles
egging and damaging property in Fertile, as well as damage to the
shelter house in the park. They were charged with the offense and
were ordered to clean up or repair the damage.

On July 24" a special council meeting was held regarding the sale of
the house on 404 West Washington. No action was taken as a
quorum was not possible.

On July 29" a special council meeting was held regarding the house
on 404 West Washington. The homeowners had received a loan
from NIACOG to rehabilitate their house, The owners of the home,
Josh and Jenny Miller asked the council to forgive the lien on their
home. The total amount of the lien was $16,899.74. After much
discussion, the council stated that their decision is based on a case-by-
case assessment and that they would ask the Millers to pay 4,500.
This decision was based on the fact that the Millers sold their home at
aloss and should not be penalized further.

Bank of America paid off the liens that were held on the
property at 110 East Main. The liens included past water bills
and expenses incurred to repair a curb-stop and water line
repair to the house.

The end of the year financial audit was published in the paper as
required by the State.

Dennis May is still working on the plaques for the Worth County
Betterment Committee. The original quote is considered to be too
expensive and he is researching other options.

On August 3" a tractor ride drove through Fertile. The Forest City
Knights of Columbus served breakfast in the Fertile Fire Dept
building,

The City of Fertile would like to thank Randy Bredeson, Gene Low
and grandson, Logan for cleaning up and removing dead trees and
branches from the park. They did all of this at no charge to the city
and the city is very appreciative. Thank you again!

@ The city would like to thank Holly Lovik for the high chair she

donated to the Community Center. Thank you Holly!



e The city would also like to thank Elin Miner for the two booster chairs

she donated to the Community Center. Thank you Elin!

e A letter from a parent of a resident at 203 Park Street, was sent to the
City regarding the condition of the street. She stated that the potholes
were huge and could potentially damage her vehicle. The mayor
stated that due to the narrowness of the road, and the heavy farm
traffic, it is aimost impossible to keep rock in the potholes. The road
would have to be totally re-graded and due to the narrowness and
proximity to the ditch on one side and water on the other side, most
dump trucks or graders cannot even access that road. The mayor
stated that she will have our maintenance man bring gravel and

attempt to remedy the situation.

» The drainage tile repair on West Main and Lake Street came to $5,262.

* as part of the Muscular Dystrophy fund

in Forest City. Most of the mayors from the surrounding
commumities will be joining her, from 11:00amto 1 pm. Her bail has been
setat $800. Julie motioned and Pat 2* fo approve the Mayor’s report

e Themayor will be goingto*j
cki\eonAugthQ%ung

Unanimous.
City Clerk’s Report

e Cindy presented the July Financials. A complete set of financials are

Total

-734541 -13381.53

3,056.72

-17,676.22

Fund Balance 4491298 3594295
* Penny motioned, Julie 2* to approve Financial Report. Unanimous
Penny motioned, Pat 2nd to approve July Bills. Unanimous
o No liens were presented
Committee Reports
e Julie reported on the Little League. She is concerned that some of the
PeeWee equipment still has not been returned. She believes that an
inventory should be done in the future. She advised the council that
the freezer could be removed anytime as it does not work. The
refrigerator also has issues. The refrigerator section does not cool well

atall.

you!

Upcoming Meetings

99,550.17

180,406.10

e Weeds Committee is concemed about a resident that puts her fallen
tree limbs into the street. There are also quite a few abandoned
vehicles in Fertile. The Mayor asked the committee to submit a list of
vehicles for further action.

e The Fertile Days Committee would like to thank all of the volunteers
who helped to make it a success this year. We couldn’t do it without

available at City Hall upon request. The following is only asummary e The Fertile City Council will meet in regular session at 7:00 PM,
of the year-to-date income, expenses and fund balances.

Tuesday, September 17*, 2013, at Fertile City Hall. .

1 -0731 General ~ Roads Water/Sewer Total o Penny moved and Julie 2nd to adjourn the meeting. Unanimous.
Income 16,856.80 2,831.58 1442858  $34,116.96
Expense 2420221 16,213.11 11,371.86 51,787.18
City of Fertile 12:29 PM
Bills Paid 08/21/2013
As of July 31, 2013 : Accrual Basis
Type Date Num Name Memo Am ount
Operating Accounts
Cheoking .
Check 07/01/2013 6537 Fertile Fire Department V Quarterly Allocation ~3,500.00
Check 07/01/2013 '6538 Fertile Public Library V Quarterly Payment ~4,993.50
Deposit 07/01/2013 Lrility Deposit 1,082.81
Deposit 07/01/2013 Local Option Sales Tax 2,161.97
Check 07/01/2013 Test Fertile Days Fertile Days - City Contribution 0.00
Deposit 07/01/2013 Lien Payment 785,22
Deposit 07/01/2013 Property Taxes 840.38
Paycheck 07/03/2013 ’853() Roberts, Stephen .J ~810.42
Paycheck 07/03/2013 '6531 Bruns, Warren -301.88
Paycheck 07/03/2013 '6533 Russell, Grant -538.83
Paycheck 07/03/2013 75532 Peters, Cynthia -138.51
Bill Pt -Check 07/03/2013 ‘8535 Lonnie Knudson Community Center Cleaning -50.00
Paycheck 07/03/2013 6635 Russel, Joyce .970.49
Daposit 07/03/2013 Casino Funds Deposit 2,652.24
Bl Pmt -Check 07/06/2013 '6539 AgSource Laboratories Water & Wastew ater Testing ~100.00
Bill Prrt ~Check 07/06/2013 ‘6540 AMant Energy Sectric B -1,611.01
Bilt Pmt -Check 07/06/2013 '8541 Bill's Family Foods Food for concession stand for Little League -162.79
Bill At -Check 07/08/2013 %542 BMC Aggregates L.C. Gravel for new sidew sk at conmmunity centt ~12.94
Bill Prrt -Check | OTRB/2013 '8543 Green Canopy, Inc. Port-a-Fotty -5565.33
il Pt -Check 07/06/2013 6544 Haw kins, Inc. Chiorine -10.00
8#l Pmt -Check 07/06/2013 ‘6545 towa Department of Natural Resources  Annual Water Supply Fee -43.21
Bill Pt -Check 07/06/2013 ’6546 Kramer Ace Hardw are padiocks  antifreeze, keys, ~111.489
Bilt Pmt -Check O7/06/2013 "3547 Larsen Plumbing & Heating S8 clamps, filtings for w ater plant -8.88
Bl Pt ~Check 07/06/2013 13548 Menards Gioves for sew er -27.77
Bl Prrt ~Check 07/06/2013 6549 NIACOG Association Dues -266.40
Bl Pmt ~Check 07/06/2013 ‘8550 Pronto gas for trk gas for mow er ~413.54
Bill Pmt -Check 07/06/2013 '6551 Superior Lumber, Inc four 2°8'x10" for sew er plant -37.21
Bill Fmt -Check o7/08/2013 '8553 Visu-Sew er clean plugged line at lagoon outfall -570.00
B8 Prrt -Check 07/06/2013 ‘6554 \Waste Management LandfiGarbage -1,918.58
Bill Pt -Check 07/068/2013 '6555 WCTA Telephone/internet ~161.11
Rl Pt -Check 07/08/2013 'assa Kramer Ace Hardw are padiocks -25.90
B#l Pmt ~-Check 0711212013 ‘6557 Aukes Lawn & Pest LC Mosquito Spray -800.00
B8ill Pt -Check 07/12/2013 8558 First Gabrielson Agency ' Firemen's Accident/Sickness Folicy -784.00
B3l Pt -Check 07/42/2013 6559 low a One Call Utiity focation -18.20



Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pt -Check
Bill Prrt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bili Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Paycheck
Paycheck

Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt ~Check
Bilt Pt -Check
Bill Pt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pt -Check
Deposit

Check

Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit

Bl Pt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Deposit
Paycheck
Paycheck

Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pt -Check
Deposit

Bill Pt -Check

Total Checking
Petty Cash
Total Petty Cash

Total Operating Accounts
Roads Revenue Accounts

Savings

Deposit

Total Savings

Total Roads Revenue Accounts
Water Revenue Accounts

Savings

Deposit

Total Savings

Total Water Revenue Accounts
Sewer Revenue Accounts

—~ Savings

Deposit

Total Savings

CcD

Total CD

Total Sew er Revenue Accounts

TOTAL

07/12/2013 "6561
0771212013 ’5552
0711312013 ‘6563
0771312013 FBS&G
0711312013 6565
071512013 ‘8566
071512013 ‘8567
O7/15/2013

0711512013

07/15/2013

07/17/2013 ‘569
0711712013 ‘ssea
0771712013 8570
0711712013 ‘8571
0711712013 ‘8572
07/17/2013 ‘6573
0711712013 ‘6574
0711712013 ‘8575

07172013 ‘6578

0711972013 ‘6577
07/19/2013
6711972013 ATM
07/21/2013
0712112013
0712112013
07/22/12013
0772212013
0712312013
0712412013
0712412013 5578
0772412013 6579
07/24/2013 ‘6580
07/24/2013 ‘8581
07/24/2013
0712412013
07/24/2013
07/30/2013
07/30/2013
07/30/2013
07/30/2013
07/31/2013 ‘8582
07/31/2013 ‘6583
07/31/2013 ‘6584
0713172013 6585
0713112013
07/31/2013 ATM

07/31/2013

0713112013

07/31/2013

UPsS

USA Biue Book
Cindy Peters
Decker Sports
Miller, Penny v
Miller, Penny v
Verizon Wireless

Roberts, Stephen J
Peters, Cynthia
Dow ntow n Cafe' V

Advantage Business Solutions, Inc,

Biack Hills Energy

Breka Construction, Inc.

Complete Concrete
Menards

Julie Jessen v
Holly Loviky

First Security Bank & Trust

Cindy Peters
Menards
uPs

North Central Sales & Service

Roberts, Stephen J
Peters, Cynthia
Alliant Energy

Brian Nettieton Excavating, inc.

Walmart

sew er testing ~11.40
Water Tasting Supplies -100.33
Float candy & rubber duckies for Fertile Dey -31.03
T-Shirts for Fertile Days -82.50
Prizes for Fertile Days -77.80
Lemonade/Creamer for Fertile Days -19.694
Cell Phone -43.21
Utility Deposit 2,778.21
Utility Deposit 203.44
Road Use Tax 1,605.07
-925.62

-264.38

Fertile Days Community Meal - Partial payme: -2,000.00
Frofessional Accounting Services -600.00
Natural Gas -127.02
Community Center Sidew alk ~1,417.28
Street Replacement at Intersection of 1st Str -14,793.00
Community Center Cleaning supplies -38.83
Little League Concession Food Supplies -274.93
Fertile Days Posters and prizes -62.21
Rent/Utility Deposit 1,667.49
Harland Clarke Check Order for Deposit Sip: -80.84
Little League Deposit 25.00
Little League Deposit 30.00
Little League Deposit 755.10
CC Rental Deposit 226.00
Utility Deposit 953.42
Unility Deposit 501.44
RUTF/Utility Deposit 1.679.90
Fertile Days: paint, no parking signs, poster : -21.15
City Hall broom/dust pan -17.98
sew er testing ~10.71
replace tire on mow er -82.40
Lhility Deposit 327.99
Utility Deposit 23.97
Little League Deposit 180.50
Utility Deposit 245.25
NIACOG #ien payment 4,500.00
Reimbursement/Lein Deposit 1,503.49
Utility Deposit 2,025.95
-910.42

-407.85

Blectric Bill -Ball Park billed for 3 months ~2,291.05
Repair curb-stop and w ater line @110 East -1,170.00
Interest 229
Bottled Water/Boil Alert! - Debit card -250.00
~-18,437.03

-18,437.03

Interest 9.19
9.19

9.19

Interest 2.86
2.86

2.86

Interest 2.50
2.50

2.50

~18,422.48



Abbey Jean Almelien
¥4 Banh

~ Abbey Jean Almelien
Banh, 34, of lowa City
passed away peacefully at
her home on Saturday,
™ August 17, 2013.
. In lieu of flowers,

i » memorlal contributions
may be made to The Abbey Jean Almelien
Banh Memorial Fund to be directed for future
nursing scholarships at Luther College.

Abbey was born in Mason City, lowa, on
December 12, 1978, the daughter of Molly and
Ronald Almelien. She was a 1997 graduate of
Forest City High School and later went on to
earn her bachelor's degree in nursing from
Luther College, where she was currently
working toward her master’s degree. In 2011,
Abbey married the love of her life, Dr. Luong
Banh.

Survivors include her loving husband,

Luong; her mother, Molly Iverson (Dave) of
Greene, lowa; her mother-in-law, Annette
Banh of Ankeny, lowa; two brothers, Isaac
Almelien (Karen) of Greene and Evan Almelien
(Carolyn) of Minnetonka, Minn.; a sister, Anna
Canton (Nate) of North Liberty, lowa; two step-
sisters, Leah Iverson of Lake Mills, lowa, and
Hannah Iverson of lowa City; a brother-in-

law, Dong Banh (Jen) of Ankeny; nine
nephews, Owen, Alex, Ezra, Eddie, Charlie,
Bryson, Briggs, Brokk and Logan; three nieces,
Bridget, Keira and Helene; and her
grandmother, Lois Reinsmoen of Mason City.
Abbey was preceded in death by her father
Ronald, father-in-law Tom Banh, grandmother
Opal and grandfather Ole Reinsmoen

FERTILE’S OLDEST RESIDENTS IN THE FERTILE DAYS
PARADE. VIOLA ROBERTS AND VIRGIL OUVERSON
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Please join us as we celebrate the addition
of Serenity Petersen to the Matt and
Melissa Petersen family. We will have a
baby shower for her at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 14 at the Fertile Church of
Christ fellowship hall. Serenity is in 24
month clothing and size 4 diapers. Please
come meet this precious baby.
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The Fertile Church of Christ invites you to
join us as we celebrate the upcoming
marriage of Adam Olson and Rose Abasola.

A bridal shower will be held at 10 a.m.on

Saturday, Sept. 21 in the church fellowship
hall. All are welcome!

NEW! Greeting Cards Eom




From the Globe Gazette, March 31, 1932
INCENDIARY SUSPECT SOUGHT BY OFICAIALS AT
FERTILE
/'\

Fertile, lowa, March 31. Local and Worth
County officers today continued to press the
investigation in the $7,000.00 fire which destroyed
two structures yesterday morning and roused 16
persons from bed. They are on the trail of a
suspect who may have had a grudge against the
town, and worked all last night, No arrest has been
made, however.

Mayor C. N, Jorgenson, County Attorney O. J.
Wardwell of Northwood and other officials are
working on the case. The state fire marshal has

been asked to come for the investigation. Whether

or not he will come or will send a deputy from his
office has not been learned yet. Edna May
Oredson, 7, daughter of Mr., and Mrs. Marius
Oredson and Mrs. Oredson are recovering from
burns suffered on their feet when they stepped on
hot glass broken from the heat as they were
escaping from a burning structure. Mr. and Mrs.
Marius Oredson , who occupied the Oredson

—restaurant building, Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Magunson

Ad children and Mr. and Mrs. A. O. Jenson, who

occupied the H. E. Freeman place, are being cared
for at the homes of neighbors.

Discovery of gasoline and kerosene sprayed on
buildings when the fire was first noticed and the
finding of two 10 gallon cans, one containing a
small quantity of gasoline and the other a gallon
can of kerosene have been important clews in the

case. A structure in the immediate vicinity of those

destroyed was burned down two months ago with
circumstance of mystery surrounding the origin of
the blaze. Whether or not the search for the
suspect is being carried on outside Worth County
as well as in has not been announced.

April 14, 1932, Buffalo Center, lowa
Sam C. Wilds, who was apprehended here a
week ago Sunday, after escaping a week prior from
Thompson officials, who raided his home there and
_found a large quantity of liquor, is facing an arson

1arge at Fertile. The information was filed against

him last Saturday and his hearing has been set for

April 18. The bond was $4,000 Wilds was unable to
furnish, and he is being held in the jail at Forest
City. It will be remembered Fertile suffered a fire
loss of $7,000 March 20th and the general opinion
prevails that Wilds set the fire.
His two sons, Harley and Harold Wilds are also
being held and will be questioned in connection
with the fertile fire. One is in jail at Northwood and
the other in Mason City.

(These articles were submitted by Joanne Zrostlik
and Viola Roberts.) '

Letters to the Editor:

Dear Gals, Thanks for all
your work on the
“Reminder”. We enjoy
hearing all the Fertile news
and then pass it on to Ann.
Sending for 2 years
subscription and have a cookie treat with the rest.
Marlene Jenkins

| always enjoy reading the Reminder. As a kid, 1,
too, folded the Reminder each month at Carrie
Luther’s home. Sue (Purcell) Miller

Please renew our subscription to the Fertile
Reminder for another year. Thank you to all the
staff for your "labor of love" to keep us up to date
on Fertile news. LaVonne Pederson Kraft

It makes for a happy day when we get the
Reminder. It sort of takes us back home. Floyd &
Lois Zobel

n Retirement Home Auxilia

ry
Fall Fair |

Saturday, Sept. 28

9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Lutheran Retirement Home Chapel
701 Sth St. North, Northwood
Produce, Baked Goods, Crafts

Drawing for quilt and other prizes




back to
School

New Books

[l Death—Sharon Sala

I'rue Love—Jude Deveraux

3omb Shell—Catherine Coulter
Rosemary Cottage—Colleen Coble
stranded—Alex Kava

Junting Eve—Iris Johanson

“irst Sight—Danielle Steel

3ig Sky Summer—Linda Lael miller

Fhe Highway—C.J. Box

Viistress—James Patterson

Jotshot - Julie Garwood

Jne Glorious Ambition—1Jane Kirkpatrick
Che Ocean at the End of the Lane—Neil Gaiman
Che Guardian—Beverly Lewis

FERTILE PUBLIC LIBRARY
www.youseemore.com/NILC/FertilePL
204 West Main Street/Box 198
Fertile, IA 50434
641-797-2787 Phone/Fax

Monday & Wednesday-1-6 P.M.

Thursday 3-6 P.M.
Friday 9- Noon & 3-6 P.M.

Saturday—9- Noon

Doswntown Café

Lunch Tuesday - Friday
11:00 am - 2 pm
Dinner 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Sat: Dinner 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Now serving LUNCH and DINNER specials!
Lunch Dinner
Tues: Taco

Wed: Seafood
Thurs: Pasta

Tues: Meatloaf
Wed: Hot Beef
Thurs: Spaghetti

Fri: Lunch Country Fried Steak
Fri: Dinner BBQ Ribs/Asian
Saturday: Steak

We are CLOSED Sunday and Monday
113 W. Main Street, Fertile, IA 641-797-2510

DVD’S

Call the Midwives — Seasons 1 & 2
Downtown Abbey — Seasons 1-3
Oblivion —Tom Cruise
Lincoln—Daniel Day-Lewis

Guilt Trip—Barbra Streisand

Alex Cross—Tyler Perry _
Identity Thief—Melissa McCarthy
Hansel & Gretel—Jeremy Renner

Oz the Great & Powerful-—James Franco
Warm Bodies—Nicholas Hoult

Here Comes the Boom—Kevin James

AUDIO BOOKS

Home Front - Kristin Hannah

Daddy’s Gone A hunting - Mary Higgins Clark
Clockwork Angel - Cassandra Clare
Clockwork Prince - Cassandra Clare
Clockwork Princess - Cassandra Clare
Divergent - Veronica Roth

Insurgent - Veronica Roth

| l ASPHALT PAVING

North lowa Sand & Gravel, Inc.

o Residential ¢ Commercial

* Driveway ® Asphalt Paving
o Street e Asphalt Repair
* Parking Lot e Crack Filling

* Bike Paths  « Cold Tar Sealing

- Free Estimates
“~_(§ Locally Owned

Bob Tuttle, Owner

" 46 years® experience

641-424-5591 » 800-310-5591
18237 Killdeer Ave, Mason City, IA
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COOKS CORNER FUN PAGE!

Any time you have a recipe you would like to share, A B
Send it along to REMINDER, PO BOX 62, FA?TS OUT I(.)WA
FERTILE, IA. 50434 (did you know this?)
FRUIT COCKTAIL BARS (q friend brought these to 1. Iowa is the only state whose name begins with
coffe the other day.) two vowels.
1 172 cups Flour
1 1/2 cups Sugar 2. Our land consists of 55,869 square miles. AND
1 172 tsp. Soda IOWA is the 23rd. largest state in this country.
/4 tsp Salt
/4 1sp Sa 3. Three of our odd roadside attractions in Iowa
2 Eggs would be the 1,020 Ib. Frying pan, a 15 ft. tall
1 15 oz. can Fruit Cocktail or (Very Cherry fruit) strawbery and the “World’s Crookedest Street”
3/4 cup Brown Sugar Where are they?
3/4 cup chopped Pecans

4. Our 3 largest cities in the state are Des Moines,

Combine flour, sugar, soda , salt. Add fruit cocktail Cedar Rapids and Davenport,

Mix well.  Pour into well greased 9x12 pan. Sprinkle
with nuts and brown sugar. Bake 300° oven for 1 hour. 5. The public‘ poll»ing pioneer George Gallop was
Serves 12. Very rich & good - warm or cool. born and raised in Jefferson, lowa.

A FERERIIISSEEE 6. lowa’s state song is “Song of Iowa”; State flower
WHAT IS MISSING WORD? is the wild rose, and our state tree is the Oak.
1. Aspoorasa ‘
2. Asthinasa 7. The famous Blue Bunny Ice Cream is located in
: Le Mars. It is also called the “Ice Cream Capitol
3. Asfatasa of the World”.
4. Asneatasa
5. Asfitasa 8. Native Iowan and Painter—Grant Wood did his
6. AsdlEErasa famous painting “American Gothic”
7. Ascrossasa 9. The word Iowa is commonly traced to the Sioux
8. Asslyasa word “ayuhwa”, which means “sleepy ones”.
9. Asspryasa _

10. RAGBRAI - the bicycle ride across Iowa is the
oldest, longest, and largest bicycle touring event
in the world

10. Asuglyasa
11. As white as a
12. Asred as a

REMINDER POLICY

Price of the Reminder is
A RED MARK on your label means, your last issue.
A GREEN MARK means you have 1 month left.

Due to high cost of printing and postage, we DO NOT
make up and mail extra copies.

LARSEN PLUMBING & HEATING
641-797-2219

FERTILE, IOWA

The work on the Reminder is done by VOLUNTEERS.
Editor, Subscriptions, Ads, - Betty Waddington;
Treasurer - Cindy Peters, Writers & workers are Pat
Oswald, Evelyn Elthon, Dolores Sandifer; Paula Worsley
Marcheta Pederson, & Sharon Ganz.

50434

LENNOXO©




—a- BURTNESS - LUNDGREN ;
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. —
Call for all your Plumbing, Heating
& Air Conditioning Needs! o R e
John Burtness & Todd Lundgren /4;; eut«-af»dw»wag. quiet vetreat
Clear Lake, 641-357-3882 on & Wmnzbdga p‘mg
e & i o se o 1 e | ' For the busy Wpe‘sw. ‘s
FRANKS REPAIR! auet, rking sothido)
& ; For the quiet types . . .
TOWING, INC peace & luxury!
i ~Full Repair Shop & Tire Service~ Caii::@eu;:?g;? ik
| ~24-Hr Towing & Roadside Service~ | |
. ~Light, Medium, Heavy Duty Towinz* Rhodes Mill Retreat
3.03 HWY 9 ' i ‘ Main Streer, Fertile, 1A 50434
M-F 8-5:30 : ¥ !
HANLONTOWN, IA . {
; ' 9186309935
www.rhodesmill.com | e

“OLSON INSURANCE, INC.
Insurance
Kory ‘T. Olson

~ Miller’s Diesel
& Automotive, Inc.
797-2704 or 423-1237 | s
1403 S. Taft, ‘

} P.0. Box 248 (641) 454-2292
| Manly, 1A, 50456 Fax (641) 454-2293

Olsonins@mchsi.com Cell (641) 390-1 865 |

Dave Haugen, owner
HAUGEN LAWN SERVICE
Mowing Seeding Spraying Fertilizing Thatching
Sodding Over-seeding Garden Tilling

520 360" St. Hanlontown, IA 50444

E-Mail: davelawn@WCTAtel.net
§ Phone: (641) 797-2662 Fax (641) 797-2660

Pon & Becky Rachus
P.O. Box 121
E41-797-2811  Fervife. 1A




* Fertile Church of Christ
Sunday School - 9:00 am
FelloWship Time - 9:55 am
Worship - 10:15 am

AAAAAAAANAAAAAAAAAAANAAAAAANAAAAAAAANAAN

Fertile Lutheran Church
602 W. Washington Box 215
Fertile, 1A 50434

Pastor David Halverson
641-797-2767

Sunday Worship Service 9:30 am

bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb+

Celebration Community Church

€05 10™ Ave. North, Clear Lake, IA 50428
. 641-357-0026 (Pastor Dan Miller)

Sunday School - 4:00 am
Praise and Worship Service - 10:00 am
Wednesday - 7:00 pm Adult Bible Study
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&N Salon Intrigue
Full service Salon
18 N. 3™ St., Clear Lake, 1A

641-357-3301

HEATHER SCHULZE
Owner/Cosmetologist
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OUVERSON INSURANCE
& Group Benefit Services, Inc.
Neil L. OQuverson, Broker
Betty A. Ouverson, Broker
641-797-2100 Office  746A —342nd St.
641-797-2101 Fax Hanlontown, IA
888-944-2127 Toll Free  641-430-2170 Cell
Ouverins@wctatel.net
35 YEARS OF SERVICE

Winnebago: Qodperative
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Lake Mills, lowa

Broadband | |

Wireless

www.wctatel.net

YOUNG CONSTRUCTION

FOR YOUR ROOFING,
REMODELING
& SIDING SPECIALISTS
FOR YOUR FREE
ESTIMATES & CONSULTATION
641-430-0655
LOCALLY OWNED BY

' DAN YOUNG AND TAMI RAMON YOUNG




PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Fertile, IA 50434

The “X” in the Mail Box is to remind you
that it is time to renew your subscription. A
donation of $8.00 is suggested. We hope

you have enjoyed the “REMINDER?” this
past year and will want to keep it coming.
You may senq your donation to the address
in the mail box.
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Call us today for tomatoes, §
peppers, zucchini, green
beans, kale and chard,
cucumbers, onions, fresh
eggs, and herbs, all picked

Beaver Cueech (}amderwﬂ“’ day you want them!

106 N. S6ilL Stxeet
Fertile, Jowa 50434
Scett and Sue McColloch
641-590-3102 (cell) ox 797-2336 evenings
E-Mail: suzanne@uuctateluaet

Open weeknights after 4PM and on weekends




